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For Immediate Release
 
The Caribbean Arts & Crafts Festival, 
British Virgin Islands, March 5-10, 2010
Caribbean Artisans strive towards a Culture that works with Nature
February 2010 - The Caribbean Artisan Network, Green VI, The BVI Tourist Board, The Moorings, LIAT, and the British Virgin Islands Chamber of Commerce and Hotel Association (BVICCHA) will be hosting the Caribbean’s premier Artisan Festival: The 7th annual Caribbean Arts and Crafts Festival will take place in the BVI from the 5th -10th March 2010.
 The Caribbean Artisan Network’s slogan for this year’s festival: “Craft-Culture working with Nature” is seen as a rallying cry for artisans and consumers to make the life style changes that the planet needs us to. This year’s event promotes the use of locally sourced natural and recycled materials for the production of practical and decorative arts and crafts. The need to reduce the importation of plastic household goods and seek creative solutions from our own natural resources is part of the wider global effort to redefine our lives and our relationship to the environment. The new partnership between CAN and Green VI (a BVI registered NGO dedicated to the promotion of sustainable practices in all levels of community life) is a natural symbiosis between organizations that share the same vision of social and cultural transformation.
 This popular cultural event brings together over 60 Artisans from throughout the Caribbean to display, sell and demonstrate their crafts at a variety of locations in the beautiful British Virgin Islands. From March 5th-8th, the Festival is held on the beach in Trellis Bay Village. On March 9th, the festival relocates to Virgin Gorda for the day. On March 10th the festival culminates in the capital city, Road Town, at the Sir Olva Georges Park.
 A booth for local schools to exhibit and sell students work will be added. The booth fee will be waived and schools or interested students should contact 1-284-495-1849 for more information.
 There will be an awards ceremony on the Sunday afternoon. Awards will be given for : The Most Creative Display, Best Preservation of Traditional Craft, Most Innovative New Craft Item and The Best Youth Artisan .
 Visiting Artisans are being offered complimentary accommodation aboard catamarans anchored just off the beach in Trellis Bay, which have been generously provided by the Moorings.
 The Caribbean Artisan Network is a seven year old BVI registered Non Profit Organization dedicated to the promotion and preservation of Caribbean Arts and Crafts (more info on www.caribbeanartisan.net). By creating links between artisans, the Network functions to strengthen the production of traditional and innovative Caribbean Crafts through educational workshops, marketing initiatives and skill preservation efforts. The Artisan Network is dedicated to increasing the commercial viability of Craft as an income generator and as a crucial aspect of maintaining Caribbean cultural identity. 

For more information, or to participate as an exhibitor or sponsor, please contact the festival organizers.
Contact Information:
 Web: www.caribbeanartisan.net    For the registration form and images  from festival 2009
Email: caribbeanartisan@gmail.com                                     
Aragorn Dick-Read                                                           
Trellis Bay, British Virgin Islands                        
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