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—WHITNEYHOUSTON, addressingthecrowdatthisyear’s
PlymouthJazzFest.Audiencemembersrepeatedly (and
correctly) replied, “This is Tobago!”

AbouthalfanhourfromJamaica’scapital,Kingston,thebeach
at Hellshire is popularamong city slickers — not because
of sea and sand, but for the string of colorful, rustic fish
shacksstrewnalongitscaramelshore,eachwithadevoted
following. Established 35 years ago there, Aunt May'sis a
fixturethatservesupto200poundsofsnapper, parrotand
yellowtail daily. Pick yourfish fromthe coolerasyou enter,
orderupsomefestival(slightly sweetfrieddumplings)and
bammy(steamedorfriedcassavabread),thensettleinfora
sometimeslengthywait.Vendorsamblethroughthesand-floor
huthawkingscorching-hotpeppershrimp,freshorangesand
homemadecompilationCDs,whilefamiliessplashinthesurf
and children roll in the sand.

AuntMayservesfishsteamed,roastedinfoilorinabrown
stewsauce,butfirst-timersshouldsurrendertothespecialty:
flash-friedinabubblingcauldronofvegetableoiluntilcrispon
theoutsideandmoistandflakywithin.Drizzledwithatangy
escoveitchpickleofwhitevinegar,Scotchbonnetpeppers
andonions,whichischeerfullypassedfromtabletotableina
communal5-gallonbucket,it'sthedown-homebreakfastfor
whichJamaicanslivingabroadrightfullypine.Open6:30a.m.
t06:00 p.m.onweekends (from 8:30a.m.weekdays).Cash
only; 876-880-0499. — s.G-G.
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Guyana, Godfrey Dodson

never imagined he’d grow
up to make sandals for a living. But
about a decade ago he took an art
class and discovered an interest in
leather craft. Now he and a trio of
partners own Creative Talent Craft,
a busy design studio in East Bank,
wheretheyhand-makesandals,belts
and purses from the hides of cattle
raised on ranches in the western
Rupununi region.

Dodson begins by tracing sandal
shapes onto sheets of leather and
then cutsthemout, usingasteelrod
tostampdecorativedesignsontothe
skins,whicharestainedbeforebeing
assembled. The result is a variety of
comfortable styles formen, women
and children
(some with
woven straps,
others with
trendy wedge
heels).Dodson'’s
favorite? The
pair with a
leaf design
in red, green
and yellow, which reminds him
of his homeland’s lush rainforest.
Sandals cost $40 to $50 and are
sold at Aragorn’s Studio in Tortola;
284-495-1849. — Joan Tapper
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