--------------------------------------------------PRESS RELEASE----------------------------------------------

For Immediate Release
Reuben Vanterpool, BVI Artist and Cultural Ambassador, Honored at the 2009 Caribbean Arts & Crafts Festival 

4 February 2009 - Reuben Vanterpool is being honored this year at the Caribbean Arts and Crafts Festival for the significant impact he has had on the British Virgin Islands and Caribbean art scene and for his contributions in raising awareness of local culture on the Island. The Festival, which takes place next month from 6-11 March in Trellis Bay, Virgin Gorda and Road Town, will include a dedication for Mr. Vanterpool at the opening ceremony at 5:00 on Friday the 6th of March in Trellis Bay. 

From his studios in Road Town and Great Mountain, Vanterpool taught classes to numerous budding local artists in the 1990s before becoming the Speaker for the BVI Legislative Council from which he is now retired. During his time on the Council he executed "The Ridge Wall Project" now known as the "Great Wall of Tortola," with the purpose of passing down the cultural history to Virgin Islanders and visitors as well as to create an outdoor art gallery accessible to everyone. The Great Wall, as with his other paintings seek to immortalize the history of BVI society and culture, including such images as going to market, sugar mill activity, pasture scenes and night crabbing. 

Since retiring as the Speaker of the BVI Legislative Council he has been painting full time, including privately commissioned murals and is currently working on opening a community art gallery at Great Mountain.


The dedication ceremony will be held at the festival opening at 5.00pm on the 6th of March. The local and regional musical entertainment through out the festival has been made possible by the support of the BVI Tourist Board, who the Caribbean Artisan Network is proud to be joining forces with this year. With the additional support of LIAT Airline, the Moorings and the BVI Chamber of Commerce and Hotel Association, the Caribbean Artisan Network is able to facilitate and strengthen links between Caribbean Artisans, to increase the production of traditional and innovative Caribbean Crafts through educational workshops, and to advance marketing initiatives and skill preservation efforts.   

The Festival, including the Dedication Ceremony, is open to the public. The full schedule of events can be found on www.caribbeanartisan.net. At this time limited booth space is still available for Caribbean Artisans and corporate and private sponsorship is welcome.
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